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The drawing of the half curtain reveals the throne dais as
a plain platform against the curtains L There is wind again,
or surf, louder than before The lights show a predominance
of blue, but the whole stage is clearly visible The Ghost LC
near the platform - sometimes resting one foot on it - ad-
di esses Hamlet G Hamlet sinks with a moan as his mother's
sin is described Saying farewell the Ghost comes down
holding out his arms, and Hamlet totters towards the em-
brace of death The Ghost ascends the platform and dis-
appears through the curtains, leaving Hamlet with his head
in his hands Left alone Hamlet addresses the stars, earth,
and hell He reiterates the command to 'remember', look-
ing L and building the platform into a Ghost symbol
Whilst declaung his renunciation of past trivialities he tears
off his rich cloak and leaves it, almost as an offering, on the
platform if it has metal or glass sequins it should glisten
there tellingly eSo, Uncle, there you are' is spoken carelessly
with an emphatic cyou}, but, 'Now to my word - it is adieu,
adieu, remember me' is done solemnly, looking L The con-
trast is significant Horatio and Marcellus enter R Hamlet
twice on appropriate words wards them off from the plat-
form as they eagerly question him, thus further impreg-
nating it with Ghost significance At the first subterranean
eSwear' he takes them from RG down G, and at the second,
from there up L to the platform The Ghost is bieakmg
down Hamlet's reluctance to initiate them I have no
clearer idea in mind, but this is the only arrangement as
far as I know that has ever given any point to these strange,
enigmatic, but important movements Hamlet stands with
one foot on the Ghost platform, high priest of the occasion,
the others kneel before it and swear on his sword hilt He
looks L at 'Rest, rest, peiturbed spirit5 The rest is easy
they go out R, Hamlet breaking away on his cThe time is
out of joint9, and falling back weakly into their arms just
before the exit In this scene I would point to the use made
of the platform and the cloak an object thus loaded with
meaning can be most powerful The cloak is left there to the